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Creating Inclusive and Universally Accessible Water Trails  

We can do it!! 

Iféwe make accessibility an up-front consideration 

that guides our planning & design efforts.  

mailto:AccessRecreationGroup@juno.Com


INCLUSIVE UNIVERSAL DESIGN 
CONCEPTS TO CONSIDERé

ÅEASIER TO USE BY EVERYONE 

TOGETHERé

ÅALL PEOPLE OF ALL ABILITIESé

ÅALL AGESé

ÅALL SKILLSé

ÅINDEPENDENT USEé

ÅSAFEé

ÅINTUITIVEé



INCLUSIVE UNIVERSAL DESIGN 
CONCEPTS TO CONSIDERé

ÅSOME TYPE OF SYSTEM TO 

STABILIZE THE BOAT AT A 

TRANSFERABLE HEIGHT

ÅSOME TYPE OF 

MECHANISM/ROLLER SYSTEM TO 

HELP EASILY MOVE THE BOAT 

INTO/OUT OF THE WATER

ÅSOME MEANS OF SUPPORT 

RAILINGS TO HELP STABILIZE AND 

PULL BOAT INTO AND BACK OUT 

OF WATER 



INCLUSIVE UNIVERSAL DESIGN 
CONCEPTS TO CONSIDERé

ÅSOME  MEANS OF 

BOARDING ASSISTANCE 

SUCH AS A TRANSFER 

BOARDING BENCH SO 

SOMEONE CAN 

WALK/ROLL UP SIT OR 

TRANSFER ON  SLIDE OVER 

AND POSITION THEMSELVES 

OVER THE CENTER OF THE 

BOAT FOR INDEPENDENT, 

BALANCED, DRY ENTRY/EXIT



GOOD 
INCLUSIVE 
UNIVERSAL 
DESIGN 
EXAMPLESé

ÅACCESSIBLE 

ROUTE TO THE 

LAUNCH FROM 

PARKING

ÅGENTLE SLOPES 

(UNDER5%)

ÅFIRM AND 

STABLE 

SEASONALAND 

PERMANENT 

SURFACE

Midland

Greilickville



SIGNEDé
IDENTIFIED ON MAPS & WEBSITESéFREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHAT IS A BLUEWAY?

A BLUEWAYIS A WATER PATH OR TRAIL THAT IS DEVELOPED WITH LAUNCH 

POINTS, CAMPING LOCATIONS AND POINTS OF INTEREST FOR CANOEISTS 

AND KAYAKERS.

WHERE CAN I RENT A CANOE OR KAYAK IN ST. CLAIR COUNTY?

THE ST. CLAIR CITY MARINA, LOCATED AT 902 S. 2ND STREET, ST. CLAIR, MI 

48079. RENTALS: CANOES/KAYAKS $10 PER HOUR, $35 4 HOURS, $60 8 

HOURS.

WHERE ARE THE WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE LAUNCHES?

THERE AREFOUR AT THIS TIME.RIVER FRONT PARK OFF NORTH RIVER 

ROAD IN FORT GRATIOT TOWNSHIP,THE CITY OF ST. CLAIR MARINA, 

ANDTHE MARYSVILLE BOAT LAUNCH NORTH OF THEWATER TREATMENT 

PLANT, ALL OFFER ADA ACCESSIBLE KAYAK LAUNCHES.THE NEWEST ONE

IS ATBAKER'S FIELD PARKIN PORT HURON TOWNSHIP.



Good clear 

space for moving 

around on the 

dock and at 

transfer 

boarding bench

FRANKENMUTH



GREBE PARK ARCADIA 
TWP.



MARYSVILLE



MIDLAND



SANFORD LAKE



LOST LAKE NATURE PARK



ST. HELEN



SOé
HOW DOES AN UNIVERSALLY ACCESSIBLE LAUNCH WORK??



SITE DESIGN & AMENITIESé

ACCESSIBLE PARKING 

FOR CARS & BOAT TRAILERS 

LOCATED NEAREST THE ROUTE TO 

THE WATERS EDGE AND THE 

ACCESSIBLE ROUTES TO ALL THE 

AMENITIES



SITE DESIGN & AMENITIESé

ACCESSIBLE RESTROOMS

INCLUDING A SINGLE-USER/UNISEX 

DESIGN (SO OPPOSITE SEX CARE 

GIVERS CAN ASSIST & PARENTS OF 

LITTLE ONES CAN TOO!)



SITE DESIGN & AMENITIESé

ACCESSIBLE POTABLE WATER 

LOCATED ON AN ACCESSIBLE 

ROUTE WITH ACCESSIBLE 

OPERATING MECHANISM THAT IS 

EASILY OPERATED WITH ONE 

HAND (AND THAT DOESNõT 

REQUIRE TIGHT PINCH GRASP OR 

TWIST MOTIONS OR TWO HANDS 

TO WORK), & MAY HAVE A WATER 

BOTTLE FILLER TAP AS WELL!


